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60 years
of Excellence .
in Education

preparing future
leaders!

innovative
programs

student centered

Amiricany CoMMUNITY ScHOOLS OF ATHENS

THE PEEMIER INTEENATIONAL SCHOOL OF GREECE
Accredited by the Middle Sfotes Associalion of Colleges & Schools in USA
Full Infernational Baccalauwreate School

+ American High School Diploma

= |B Diploma & Cerlificate « Equivalency o Greek Apalylerion

» Thousands of admittances fo top U5 and UK Universities for 40 years.
* Two Libraries & Media centers

+ 250 Computers - Internet connected

+ 45 Cultural, Social & Athietic Co-Curicular Activities

+ New Stale-of-the-Art facilities

= Summer College courses
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The American Community Schools of
Athens celebrated its 60th anniversary
in style during a gala dinner at the
Grande Bretagne. The pioneering
school once again innovated by
introducing the concept of a silent
auction to Athens, including sport
memorabilia, artwork and lavish
holiday packages. The elegant dinner
was followed by a live performance by
singer Julie Massino and dancing under

the period chandeliers of the landmark

hotel’s ballroom. Here are some of the
event’s attendees smiling at Insider’s

flash.

Guests of Honor, Celebrated ACS parent and author Micholas
Gage of Eleni and Greeke Fire fame who flew from the States for
the occasion seen with _]11]i.|.' Massino of TV's Fime .'";fl"l'_l.-', whao
managed to escape for one night only from the popular reality
show In honor of ACS.
1. Stefanos Gialamas, CEO of ACS, and wife Dr. Sofia
Hilentzaris
Thomas M. Countryman, US Deputy Chief of Mission, and wile
Deelles
US Embassy's Culmural Araché Gloria Berbena
LIS Embassy’s Commercial Attache Stoeve Alley and wife Kristal
Tim Ananiadis, General Manager of the Grande Bretagne and
wife Jennifer, the events co-chairwoman and PTA
Represencative
Dimieri Linos, MDD with wifi Athing Linos, MDD, with Dr.,
Stefanos Gialamas and Micholas Gage
ACS mother, the NY based gallery-owner Kelly Mitroponlos
with brother entreprencur, Christos Intzidis and his wife
archirect Alexandra Platsouka-Intzidi and Iesider’s edivor Takis
Karpoutzoglou

8 A happy group of ACS parcnts including Vanessa Adams, Eric
.I|||,| E.'I.':ﬂli.lll‘. i!‘I'I :'|1|P

10 Julic Massino with Jennifor Ananiadis

11 Bill Peneros with alumnus Pacla Katrantzos

12 Baring Clufison and fricmds

13 Wick Giavaras of Deree College with Dr. Thomas Focco from
HAL and wife Helen

14 The GB Ballroom was decorated in |_1I':I1'|{| F.I::|'|.|:‘

15 ACS sudents all dressed up

16 Lambros and Deborah Papacconomon

17 Arrist Erietra Vordoni-Poamianou

18 Auvctioned uniform of Annic Constantinides, of the Greek
Mational Women's Basketball Team

19 Konstantinos and Annette Sioulas

20 Photographer Costa Picada and wife Christine

21 Christoforos Voglis of the GB with Tina Trangaki



http://www.novapdf.com/free-registration.php?src=1

€'t support

Commitment to Excellence

Cheryl Novak accounts American Community School’s 60-vear old rich history,
filled with success stories, actors, astronauts, politicians, scientists and athletes, all

shaped by the best of Greek and American culture in an international setting

H FHCTD EY C. PICADAS, COURTESY OF THE ACS ARCHIVES
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Anniversary

l he concept of the American Cammunity Schoal can be maced back ro 1945, nine years before

the schaol’s acmual ncepoon. At the close of WWII, Athens was mundated with British sobdices
and their families, soruggling to adjust b0 Greece and desiring to provide a proper education for their
children. The families improvised and organized small schools out of ssveral hames in Glyfads, officilly
escablishing the Briosh Arnvy School. A ode of Amernican forces soon arrived in Greece as the Britsh
mission meeded, transforming the Bricsh Army School into the Angle-American school With preac
numbers came organization and the establishment of more smcable educational facilifies in Kobonaki and
Peyehiko {Jater moved to Filothed), Former ACS Athens reacher Mus. Aphiodice Allsebrook, who was with
the school from the British Army Schoal days, recall the seeningly unquenchable need for English
spezking teachers in those days. “In 1950, [ was asked o tech Greek in Pyehiko and Kolonaki. Before |
kenew e, [ was eeaching everything! 1 didn’s have a teaching depree; T was a chemise!”’

During the 50% Allsehrook recounts that, " Thens were thousands of Americans in Athens with
their children i those days, but at the school, we were like one big fumnily.. . The teachers, mostly
foreigners, supporred one another as they adjusted w0 Greece, We had parties at one ancther’s houses and
cvervens had a grear refacionship. The stedents had their fratemities, homesoming activites. - everything
that noemal students in America had" In 1952, 2 new high school was founded in a refted vills in Kifisd
which was almest immediately ot capacity, demanding the installation of Guonser hugs - prefabricated
military shelters with semicireular reofs made of corrugared meral.

Allsebrook dispels rumaots and soystery around the short-lived Junior School in Kalamaks during
the 5%, Belina Makris, Alamni Affairs at ACS Achens, “heard that a plane crashed on the Kalamaki
School” Setdng the recond straipghe, Allebrook recalls thar, “COme evening, we weren't there thank
goodness, an airplane crashed in o yard sight nest ea the school. le was owo Amencan pilots from the
Vouliagmeni air force base and unfortunately, the plane caught on fire and they boch died. After this, the
schoal secognized that it was not in a safe locaton and they indeed packed up and left overnight! We
couldnt have children there when we had the fear of planes falling on our head” The Tunior School was
transferred 1o a building on the American base unil 2 mors suitable locaton could be had, 2 deeam that
ACS Athens would finally realize i 1960,

I 1954, the Anglo-American school officially becamie known a5 the American Community
Schools and was chartered in the US State of Delzware as a private, non-profit educational insamtion for
the children of American diplomatc and military personnel, apersting on tuition fees, Despite the name,
ACS Athens has abways been internacional; 1954 graduating class represented nine countries. In 19640,
ACS Athens fulfilled its dream to find a homs which could grow with the students and purchased the
current property in Halandri, which then comtained rwo buildings. The two buildings immediately
housed grades 1-6 and grade 7-12, Makris Lioghs @ she necounts aluman stovies that, “at that time, the
owy buibdings were separated by a main mad and surrounded by farms, Fornanately, De. John Dorbis,
Superintendent at the time, was responsible for convinging the Greek government to ler them by that
road in 1988 because it was constandy flled with gypsies selling their moods!”

Allscbrook recalls the years from 1962 - 1983 as “trving years” She admin that, “while the schoal
was constantly developing there were always cilks of closmg. .. But 1 never believed them. The only time
we "dosed’ was for 3 few days during the coup. ... We were so scared.. . But in realicy, life went on like
normal inside of the school and we were never bothered” Drespite polincal twrmod in Greece, ACS
Athens continmed with it improvements. In 1964, the Middle Staces Assocation of Schooks and Colleges
aceredited the high school (K-12 followed in 1980). A branch of ACS Athens even opened on Fhodes in
1968 for the thirty children of Voice of America smtioned there {this eventually closed m 1981). Diring
this time, a bridge was bailt o conmect the high school, also called the Academy, and the Middle School.
The bridge contained science labs, administrative offices, o conference room, the corrent cafeteria
{originally the library), the current by and fine ars toems, In 1976, ACS Athens became one of the
fiest schools authorized o teach the International Baccalanreate {TB) Diplamma Program. The 80% followed
with the school’s imaluable oficial recognition by the Greek Ministry of Education.

Perusing the 1960% and 19705 Evzone, ACSS Yearbook, one will sctice that & the years pas, cach
graduating class seems somehow older. While always imvolved in community works progranes, sports and
special clubs, the smdents start showing more awarenes and coneern for the world amund them,
evidenced in the incluson of histarcal and polical information in the yearbooks, For example, 1064
Evzone i dedicated to the late President John F Kennedy and also containg a receipt of the elass’
condolence letter for the “King of Hellenes, HIL.M. Pavlos the First” In the late 605, the space mce was
brought to ACS Athens by astronaut James Lovell who presented photos from his Gemim VI flight in
1965 and Gemind X1 space walk in 1966, 19649 closed our with 2 visie from then US Ambasador to
Greece, the Honorable Philips Talbot. 1974% Eveene offers a sharp demarcation from years past by
meluding photos of ranks mlling dwough Athens and saggestive song Iyrics, mostly by David Bowie,
Feavmond Douglas Davies and Shel Silverstem, questoning recent political svents and the smodents” own

mles in A commupt, uncertain world,
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