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NEEN kAe1di: AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL

ACS - American Community Schools of Athens

Leadership & Journalism
at ACS Athens
Peace and coexistence
in the Middle East
through the eyes of
students

CS Athens students traveled for six

daystoIsraeland Palestine onMay
23-27, motivated by the overwhelming re-
sponse of the community to a mini-docu-
mentary onthe lsraeli/Palestinian struggle pro-
duced on 2009 in cooperation with News-
coop, amediaorganization basedinthe US.
Dr. Stefanos Gialamas, president of ACS
Athens, and Mr John Papadakis, director of
Communications, Technology & Enroll-
ment and a student advisor for the project,
accompanied four students, two ofwhichhad
participated in the production of the docu-
mentary. Eleventh-graders Zacharo Giala-
mas, Thombern Alexander Klingert, llyana
Kotinis and Anastasi Sharp visited schools
and universities inthe Israeli and Palestinian

temitories, talked to local students
abouttheirlives, theirview ofthe con-
flict, their hopes and expectations for
thefuture, and collected morethan 15
hours’ worth of video material and
1,500 photographs for the creation of
afollow-up documentary/joumal. The
new production will be ready during
the2010-11schoolyear, aspartofthe
new Leadership & Journalism program of
ACS Athens.

Someofthe placesthe ACS Athens group
visited included: Al Quds University in East
Jerusalem, the Old City of Jerusalem, the
Holocaust History Memorial—Yad VaShem,
Qurtuba Schoolin Hebron, the Evangelical
Lutheran Schoolin Beit Sahour, a Lutheran
SchoolinTalitha KumiandaJewish Ortho-
dox School in West Jerusalem. The group
alsohad the chancetotour many ofthe cul-
tural and religious monuments in Jerusalem
and experience the multi-cultural and mul-
tireligious mosaic of modem lsrael, while they
visited the city of Jericho, the so-called most
ancientcity of the world, and the Dead Sea,
alake lyingatthe lowest pointonearth (1,300
meters below sea level).

A group photo of our students
together with the students they
visited at the Orthodox Jewish
School in West Jerusalem.

Students metwith Dr. Gershon Baskinand
Mr. Hanna Siniora (co-directors of the Israeli-
Palestinian Center for Research and Infor-
mation|PCRI) - discussing the perspectives
for negotiations and the peace process as
it stands now and the importance of
Jerusaleminthe negotiations. IPCRIis ajoint
institution of Israelis and Palestinians dedi-
cated to the resolution of the Israeli-Pales-
tinian conflict on the basis of “two-states for
two peoples” solution. Dr. Baskin—who con-
tributes weekly political op-eds to the
Jerusalem Post-holds anMA and aPh.D.

Our students together with
elementary and high school students
from Al Qurtuba Palestinian school
in Hebron.

inInterational Affairs and has long beenac-
tiveinthe peace lsraeli-Arab peace process.
Mr. Siniora, a distinguished writer and pub-
lisher, is Chairman of East Jerusalem Devel-
opment Corporation and a Member of the
Palestinian National Council (PNC).
Students had a rare opportunity to meet
with Mr. Yitzhak Frankenthal, an orthodox
Jewish businessman, who has focused his
energies on public activities aiming tofoster
reconciliation, tolerance and peace, after his
sonwas kidnapped and killed by Hamas in

1994. Mr. Frankenthal established the “Par-

ents Circle - Families Forum”- an or-
ganization of over 500 bereaved Is-
raeliand Palestinian families sharing
a common sentiment: “if we, who
have lost our dear ones, do not
seek revenge and hatred butrécon-
ciliation - so cananyone.” Lately Mr.
Frankenthal has created the Arik In-

& stitutefor Reconciliation Tolerance &
Peace, named after his son.

During all meetings, ACS Athens students
admitted gaining tremendous insight and
perspective on one of the most contested,
researched and debated issues of human
history. Walking through the namow conidors
of the old city of Jerusalem, visiting ancient
proto-Christian and Byzantine churches, and
local Jewish monuments like the Tomb of
King David, the group took advantage ofthis
rare opportunity that their voluntary school
program offered as creativity met critical think-
ing and the thirst for learning.

For more information, pictures

and to view the documentary
(www.vimeo.com/9064384), you may
visit ACS Athens website at
www.acs.gr.
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