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Zest for life
Lemonheads

A museum and cafe dedicated

to citrus fruits sounds like an

unusual idea but on Chios it has \,
proven a smart one. Page 33
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New Acropolis
Museum
opens its doors

Modern building housing thousands of
antiquities is finally ready to welcome visitors

After along wait, the New Acrop-
olis Museum, the most significant
landmark to grace the cultural
landscape of Athens in years,
will open its doors following its
inauguration on Saturday.

Priceless artifacts, some of which
have been hidden away for years,
will be displayed in surroundings

An anti-terrorism offi-
cer, who had been
guarding a woman
in a witness-protec-
tion program, was
shot dead on Wed- -
nesday in central r -
Athens, creating an-
other bloody episode
inthe country’s strug-
gle against urban
guerrillas.
Nektarios Savvas, 41, was shot
more than 20 times as he satin a
car in the Ano Patissia neighbor-
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especially designed to showcase
their splendor. Athens Plus ex-
amines the impact of the new
museum on the city, the debate
about its design, what visitors can
expect to see and whether it
strengthens Greece’s case for
the return of the Parthenon Mar-
bles. Pages 2, 4-9

hood in the first
deadly attack since
last December, when
domestic terrorist
groups began in-
creasing the intensi-
ty and brutality of
their actions.

No group had
claimed responsi-
bility for the murder
by Thursday night
but ballistic tests linked the
shooting to the Sect of Revolu-
tionaries. Page 11

Cycle lane set to
wind through city

In afirst for Athens, the government
said it intends to construct a bicycle
route stretching from the northern
suburb of Kifissia to Faliron Bay on the
southern coast.

The route is due to be ready in eight
months but cyclists are already say-
ing that more such lanes are needed
in the city. Page 17
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Natural feeling

At Crete’s eastern edge, you can
find Europe’s only palm-tree forest
and one of the most stunning
gorges in the country. Page 24
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Athens Plus marks a year of
providing readerswithnews 52 jssues
and information about Greece. AthensPlus

Sitting on a balcony at the new museum, visitors watch a slide show and gaze at the Acropolis. [Eurokinissil
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In step An array of talent will be showing off its moves at the 7th Athens International Dance Festival page 2s
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International Education in Greece

Views from the institutions

Preparing High School Students for College Life

An educational analysis of a different kind of ‘Morfosis’

BY STEFANOS GIALAMAS
Ph.D., ACS Athens President

PEGGY PELONIS
Director of Student Services

JOHN PAPADAKIS

Director of Enrollment
Management & Community
Affairs

Preparing students for college life and,
more generally, for life beyond high
school is a key challenge for many edu-
cators and secondary educational insti-
tutions. Above all, today more than ever,
educators must prepare students for the
unknown and the unpredictable: careers
notyetknown to us, opportunities that we
can not imagine, and a world so rapidly
changing that we likely won’t be able to rec-
ognize itin 30 or 40 years.

Some ofthe questions thatthen arise are:
What and how shall we teach our students?
What skills do we expectthem to develop?
And whattype of processes shall we help
them cultivate? At ACS Athens we believe
thatthe answers derive from the teachings
of the ancient Greeks and are contained
in the concept of “Morfosis” — that is, ed-
ucation beyond the classroom that con-
cerns the whole person and cultivates
strengths while minimizing weaker areas.

The Morfosis educational paradigmis
sustainable when education is Holistic,
Meaningful and Harmonious (HMH).
Holistic, as defined above, suggests an
emphasis onthe whole personand anap-
preciation for the differences between in-
dividual students, Meaningful refers tothe
idea that the subject matter being taught
must hold meaning for the individual in or-
derforitto make sense and be applicable
within their “world.” And Harmonious
maintains that academics, athletics, ac-
tivities and civic responsibility must be har-
moniously balanced. Thus, sustainable
HMH education must rely on specifically
defined principles and values that enhance
the concept of living a full life with ethos,
as dictated by the ancient Greeks.

In this sense, because it is all-encom-
passing, Morfosis is well-suited to lay the
foundation for success in higher education
and, more importantly, in life itself. As we
are well aware, teaching and learning
does not only take place in the classroom,
but on the playground, during activities, in
assemblies, during group projects and in
both team and individual sports. The
seeds planted during the early years pro-
duce fruits that will eventually blossom and
continue to grow in higher education. In or-
der to adopt and implement such an ed-
ucational paradigm, academic institutions
need leaders and faculty who embrace and
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The ACS Athens model

apply the analogous philosophy. The at-
mosphere ofthe school must exude the phi-
losophy itself, and an individual must be
able to “pick up” the energy the moment
they enter school grounds.

Therefore, as we look at primary and sec-
ondary education, one of the most fun-
damental questions being asked is how
many of the skills acquired during these
yearsreally are necessary and sufficient to
ensure student success in college? What
knowledge is transferable? Are students
ableto apply the knowledge in different sit-
uations and utilize it in order to make ed-
ucated decisions orto provide solutions to
challenges they face as they move fromone
culture to another? How well do we indeed
understand student learning styles? And
how difficult is it for colleges and universi-
tiestotrain their faculty and staffto provide
bridging skills for young people during their
time of transition?

Indeed, for primary educators the chal-
lenge is not only to provide an exciting, rel-
evant and meaningful curriculum to their
students, but also to understand the sec-
ondary curriculum and to align all efforts
inan appropriate direction. Likewise, sec-
ondary educators must understand primary
curriculum and must agree about the

type of skills that must be developed in pri-
mary school that will eventually translate
to middle school and ensure the success
of students at all levels.

Tothe same end, secondary educators
and administrators must not only focus on
understanding the strengths and talents
of their students so as to provide the best
possible curriculum and learning oppor-
tunities, butthey must also understand the
environment of higher education. Their task
is also to prepare students to succeed in
their transition to College education and
to endow them with strong tools which will
not only give them a ticket to higher edu-
cational institutions, but will secure their
success. Similarly, faculty and adminis-
trators of higher education institutions fo-
cus on analogous goals for their institu-
tions, and rightly so.

The bridging method proposed re-
quires areciprocal understanding of both
worlds by both entities. Students are
guided, at best, in high school, to do what
is necessary to meet the required criteria
of the desired higher educational institu-
tion. As the students gets closerto the last
two years of their high school career, the
focus seems to suddenly switch to achiev-
ing the necessary grades, test scores, oh

and... yes... enough extra curricular ac-
tivities to provide a great package for col-
lege acceptance.

But it is clear that the most successful
student entering college is the student that
is happy with the institution, the location,
and the subject they have chosen. What
then ensures a happy student? It is mak-
ing sure that there is amatch made in heav-
en; a perfectfit. To achieve this goal three
prerequisites are necessary:

1. To know the student academically, in-
tellectually, emotionally, and ethically to the
greatest extent possible.

2. To understand the student’s personal
and professional goals in life, and

3. To know the higher educational insti-
tution.

Knowing the student as awhole means
collecting information and putting pieces
ofthe puzzle together that will create a pic-
ture of who the student really is, what are
the student’s strengths and weaknesses,
what life experiences have influenced the
student’s thinking, how does the student
cope with challenging, unforeseen and
even successful circumstances, what in-
terests does the student have outside of
academics, what values does the student
uphold, what are the student’s limitations.

This approach allows the development of
a strong academic foundation, emotion-
al stability and strategies to cope with in-
ternal and external pressure, together
with a physical well being enhanced and
enriched with strong principles and values.

The educational experience, then, must
be meaningful for each learner, according
to each one’s strengths, talents and
dreams... The learner should internalize that
the knowledge, skills, principles and val-
ues obtained are the defining ingredients
of his/her life trajectory; allintegrate and de-
fine who the learner is and what signature
he/she will leave in his/her life’s journey.

While it is important to collect informa-
tion via the websites, publications and alum-
ni of a school, nothing canreplace the per-
sonal understanding of the environment
within the institution. This can only be
achieved with a meaningful visit to the in-
stitution itself. No amount of information re-
ceived will replace “the feel” one gets by
being on the grounds of an institution, at-
tending a class or two, talking with students
and faculty, seeing the facilities and ex-
periencing the reception thatis extended.

Education is not only a continuous act
of acquiring skills, knowledge and prob-
lem solving abilities, but also away of learn-
ingand making educated decisionsinac-
ademic establishments and, most im-
portantly, in life. In this journey, the tran-
sition from one environment to another
must be smooth, as painless as possible
and meaningful in a holistic way.

As travellers between the two worlds,
secondary and university education, we find
it refreshing and inspiring to work with col-
leagues --leading educators at both ends
of the spectrum that have the same goals
-- fo teach, inspire and guide students to
be the best that they can be. Itis only nat-
ural, then, that we would wantto see these
two worlds unite in an effort to take edu-
cation to another level. The Holistic,
Meaningful, and Harmonious connection
between the two worlds, we are con-
vinced, will not only produce better learn-
ers but betterteachers as well. Thereisno
better example of Morfosis in action and
no better preparation for a world yet un-
known...but just around the corner.

Highlights

M Morfosis lays the foundation for success
in higher education and, more important-
ly, for life itself because it is all--encom-
passing.

B Secondary educators and administra-
tors must not only focus on understand-
ing the strengths and talents of their stu-
dents so asto provide the best possible cur-
riculum and learning opportunities, butthey
must also understand the higher edu-
cation environment.
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The Premier International School of Greece Since 1945
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