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Venerable Veria
City, uninterrupted 
History abounds in what
may have been an ancient
Macedonian port and a stop
on the Via Egnatia. Page 42

Athens Plus++

Film-inspired
Gourmet date
Watch a film, then enjoy a
meal created by top chefs
for this year’s “Movies on a
Plate” initiative. Page 35

Thais 
Lust &
salvation
As Massenet’s
seductive opera is
set to open at the
Athens Concert
Hall on March 7,
German soprano
Marlis Petersen,
who alternates in
the lead part, talks
to Athens Plus.
Page 28

Two more
submit bids 
for Olympic
Greece’s debt-ridden national
carrier, Olympic Airlines, found
itself at the center of a tug of war
this week after two new, last-
minute suitors expressed an in-
terest in buying the company.
Rapidly growing Aegean Air-
lines and US-based Chrysler Avi-
ation have each offered roughly
200 million euros to acquire
Olympic’s various units.
Their interest comes in the wake
of a 177-million-euro bid from
Marfin Investment Group, which
is already in negotiations with
the government. Page 8

STRIKING
CULTURE
Thousands of tourists,
including the ones seen
here making do with a
snapshot in front of the
Roman era Herod Atticus
Theater, were left
disappointed on
Thursday when contract
workers from the Culture
Ministry forced the
closure of the Acropolis
site. It was the second
consecutive week in
which the public servants
blocked entrance to the
sacred hill, demanding
that their positions be
made permanent and
that dozens of workers
be paid outstanding
wages. The striking
employees vowed to
continue with their
protests.

Tens of thousands of people
who work on short-term con-
tracts or in non-mainstream
jobs and are particularly vul-
nerable to dismissals prompt-
ed by the economic crisis do
not have union backing.
Greece largest worker group,
the General Confederation of
Greek Labor (GSEE), has failed
to adapt to changing condi-
tions in the market and, bur-

dened with practices of the
past, is unable to represent
more than 600,000 workers. 
At the same time, with job
losses already a reality, the
Greek Manpower Employ-
ment Organization (OAED)
does not seem capable of pro-
viding sacked workers with an
opportunity to rejoin the work
force through retraining. 
Pages 2, 4-5

Forty days Fear not
A delicious vegetable pie, stuffed
artichokes, as well as leeks with
prunes and potatoes provide variety
for the Lenten fast. Page 32

INTERVIEW
CESARIA EVORA

Never too late
Cape Verdeanethnic music icon Ce-
saria Evora, also known as the
Barefoot Diva, will perform in
Athens on March 11.
Ahead of her Athinon Arena show,
she spoke to Athens Plus about her
spectacular rise from rags to rich-
es and the tight bond with her
homeland. Page 13

Through Plato Amsterdam-based video artist explores impact of media on our perception of history Page 279 771791 550005
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At time of crisis,
workers exposed
Unions and OAED offer employed and jobless little help

La Cage aux Folles
Cabaret queens 
Funny, touching and camp, Stamatis
Fasoulis and Yannis Bezos star in the
famous musical as the couple of
the season. Pages 24-25

Europe’s Best Designed Weekly Newspaper

From the top
Return to
Athens
From the army to
the world of music,
chart-topping pop-
rock artist James
Blunt makes it back
to Greece for a
second try at an
Athens show
following last
summer’s canceled
concert. Page 31
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